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Our War Records.—We beg to take this opportunity 
of thanking those readers who have sent us during the past 
month portraits of themselves accompanied by brief records 
of their services? And may we repeat our request that all 
who have not yet responded will be good enough to do so at 
the earliest possible moment so that the records may be closed 
and prepared in their final for’ 


Summer School for } cary Assistants.—The Summer 
Schools of Library Service, held at Aberystwyth during the past 
two years, were so successful that the authorities have arranged 
for a similar school this year, from 28th July to 9th August. 
The courses include Cataloguing, Commercial and Technical 
Libraries, Archives, Palaeography and Diplomatic, and practical 
demonstrations in binding and repairing books and manuscripts. 
A prospectus of the Summer School will be sent on application 
to the Secretary of the Library Association, Caxton Hall, S.W.1, 
or the Registrar of the University College, Aberystwyth. 
Students attending the courses will reside in the College Hostel 
as in former years, and the inclusive fee for the two weeks (with 
board and residence) will be £4 10s. Assistants proposing to 
attend must enrol not later than 21st July. With his customary 
generosity, Mr. MacAlister has offered two prizes in connection 
with the School: (1) Summer School fees and return railway 
fare; (2) half fees and half railway fare. Ex-service men and 
others proposing to enter will find an interesting account of the 
first Summer School in The Library Assistant for October, 1917. 


Bethnal Green.— With further reference to our note last 
month, readers will be interested to know that the advertisement 
was repeated at the suggested salary of £150. 


Mr. G. R. Bolton.—In view of Mr. Bolton’s long connection 
with our Association, we avail ourselves of this opportunity of 
wishing him every success in his new work as librarian: of 
Watford. Mr. Bolton has been a valued and enthusiastic 
member of the L.A.A. Council for many years, and has served 
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the Association well as Honorary Assistant Editor. A man of 
genial personality and tremendous energy, Mr. Bolton has always 
taken a keen interest in professional affairs, particularly in con- 
nection with the welfare of assistants less fortunate than many of 
us. We should also like to express our thanks to Mrs. Bolton 
for her work on the Council, especially as Honorary Assistant 
Editor, which office she so efficiently filled after Mr. Bolton’s 
enlistment. 


Our Size.—It is hoped that we shall not need to revert to 
the four page Journal with which readers have had to be content 
of late, but that we may rather be able to increase its size from 
the eight pages of the present issue to at least twelve pages. If 
every member will undertake to enrol at least one new member 
between now and October, this should be no impossible task. In 
view of the imminent changes in the control of public libraries 
and the establishment of the new Library School, there has never 
been a time when a Journal was more urgently needed for the 
express purpose of voicing the views of library assistants. 


The Ministry of Reconstruction’s Report on Libraries.— 
So far as public libraries and their staffs are concerned, no more 
important document than this has ever appeared. If carried into 
effect it will completely revolutionize librarianship. Every 
assistant should procurea copy (3d.) because the recommendations 
affect every library worker from the chief downwards. In 
particular, since we now know definitely that we are to be 
controlled by the Board of Education, we welcome the opinion of 
the Adult Education Committee making the Report, that “this 
step will increase the value of libraries, and by relating their 
work more closely to the public educational services of the 
country will assist in raising the status of librarians and in bring- 
ing about a long overdue improvement in their economic position. 
As, moreover, the Local Education Authorities would need the 
services of trained librarians in increasing numbers, a wider field 
of opportunity would be opened up to the profession.” On the 
whole, we regard the Report as distinctly encouraging, especially 
to the younger library workers who have striven to render efficient 
service to the community in return for small appreciation or 
recognition. 


Our Next Issue.—Following our usual custom, the next 
issue of The Library Assistant will appear on September Ist. 
May we express the hope that our readers will have an enjoyable 
holiday, and that they will return to their work better equipped 
for the winter’s activities, which promise to be of unusual interest. 
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Library Association Election.—In order that the best 
results from the voting powers of L.A.A. members may be 
secured, it is suggested that votes should only be given to the 
following candidates, otherwise any influence we are likely to 
exercise will be lost. This recommendation is not made with 
any personal hostility to the other nominated candidates, but it is 
felt in various quarters that the time has arrived when an effort 
should be made to effect some changes on the L.A. Council; 
whilst no disrespect is contemplated where the older members 
are concerned, it does seem desirable that a few of the younger 
men in the profession should have a voice in affairs. Therefore 
the L.A.A. views this as a legitimate opportunity for obtaining 
this end. Members are urged not only to use their votes, but 
also to use them in the manner proposed, so that our objects may 
be realized. 


: CANDIDATES NOMINATED BY THE L.A.A. 
LONDON. 


J. Frederick Hogg, Deputy Borough Librarian, Battersea ; Honorary 
Treasurer of the L.A.A. 


Wm. Benson Thorne, Bromley Public Library, Poplar; Honorary 
General Secretary of the L.A.A. 


COUNTRY. 


Mizpah Gilbert, Librarian, Lyceum, Liverpool. 
Geo. Ed. Roebuck, Chief Librarian; Walthamstow. 
W. C. Berwick Sayers, Chief Librarian, Croydon. 
‘H. Tapley Soper, City Librarian, Excter. 

Geo. A. Stephen, City Librarian, Norwich. 

H. G. Sureties, Branch Librarian, Hornsey. 

W. Wilson, Chief Librarian, Wallasey. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


An enthusiastic and well-attended meeting was heldat the Stoke Newington 
Public Library on Wednesday, 14th May, by kind permission of the Public 
Library Committee. Light refreshments were generously provided by the 
Chairman, Mr. Wynne E. Baxter, J.P., D.L., an interesting exhibition of 
literary treasures was arranged for the inspection of visitors, while many also 
availed themselves of the opportunity of examining the various departments 
of the Library. 
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The Chair was occupied by His Worship the Mayor (Mr. Alderman 
Ormond, J.P.) who extended a very cordial welcome to the Association, and 
spoke appreciatively of the excellent work being carried on by those engaged 
in the library service at so small a cost to the community. The minutes of 
the April general meeting were read and confirmed, and Messrs. A. E. 
Cummins and J. F. Preece were duly declared elected as auditors of the 
Association’s accounts for the current year. 

The Chairman then called on Mr. G. E. Roebuck, F.L.A., Chief 
Librarian of Walthamstow and an Honorary Fellow of the L.A.A., to address 
the meeting on ‘‘ The Situation Before Us.'’ The speaker pointed out that 
matters had reached a point when public libraries could no longer serve their 
purpose efficiently unless some financial relief was immediately forthcoming. 
As a consequence of a conference of library authorities the Minister of 
Education was approached with a view to steps being taken to afford financial 
assistance to libraries. Mr. Fisher had promised to give the matter his 
careful consideration, and suggested that before long the public libraries 
might come under the control of the Board of Education. Mr. Roebuck 
further pointed out that the public library service had for too long been the 
‘* Cinderella '’ of the public services, but the time had now arrived when this 
should be altered for the better. For over seventy years the public libraries 
had acted as the distributing centres for the works of the great thinkers of all 
ages, and had been the means of setting up large and valuable reference 
libraries, to which students were greatly indebted. For years the Government 
had been expending millions in educating children and in training them to think, 
but they had not provided material to guide the course of their thinking. Under 
the new Education Act this would be remedied, and the schools of the future 
were to include properly organised libraries. The Board of Education was 
obviously the legitimate authority to take over the control of public libraries 
as a consequence of the abolition of the Local Government Board, but the 
factor of local interest and local control must not be lost sight of. Local 
interest had been responsible for much of the success of public libraries, 
though in some instances it had failed to make them as successful as they 
might have been. Mr. Roebuck further enumerated some of the difficulties 
under which public libraries kad carried out their work through lack of funds, 
and showed how they had been handicapped with increased establishment 
charges. More money was absolutely essential if they were to take their 
proper place in the educational system of the country. 

A good discussion followed, which was opened by Mr. H. V. Hopwood. 
In the course of the discussion it was announced amid applause that the 
Senate of London University had decided to establish a school of librarian- 
ship, and ultimately a degree in librarianship. The scheme would be 
financed by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. In his concluding remarks, 
Mr. Roebuck paid a grateful tribute to the help and encouragement that he 
had received through the establishment of the L.A.A., with which he had 
been associated for many years. He strongly urged every assistant present to 
join forces with the Association. 


The Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of the L.A.A. was held on Wednesday, 
25th June, at the National Library for the Blind. There was a good atten- 
dance, and the Chair was occupied by the President, Miss Ethel Gerard. The 
adoption of the Annual Report was moved by the President, seconded by the 
Vice-President, Mr. R. F. Bullen, and unanimously adopted. In introducing 
the-Report, the President referred briefly to the work of the Association 
during the past year, and to the changed circumstances in which we now 
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found ourselves. She also offered the Association's congratulations and good 
wishes to Mr. G. R. Bolton upon his appointment to the chief librarianship 
of Watford, and expressed deep appreciation for the services rendered to the 
Association by Mrs. Bolton. Dr. E. A. Baker then addressed the meeting on 
the proposed Library Schcol at University College, London, which would 
come into being about October, and towards which the Carnegie United 
Kingdom Trust had made a grant of £7,500, to cover an experimental stage 
of five years. Dr. Baker said that the success of the school depended largely 
on the library assistants of the country. The first question to be determined 
was how assistants in London and the provinces were going to get facilities to 
attend the courses. The School would not merely be a series of classes but 
would be a regular and permanent School at which one would take a contin- 
uous course of a year, or better still, of two years. Assistants would need to 
obtain lengthy leave of absence, and perhaps some financial assistance in the 
way of grants. The Ministry of Labour would make such grants to demob- 
ilized students. He thought that the present moment, while being a very 
critical one, was yet a very hopeful one for librarianship. Higher qualifica- 
tions were going to be demanded, in return for which higher salaries would be 
offered. We must make ourselves more valuable to our employers if we were 
going to demand and get higher pay. The Library Association was about to 
issue a new Examination Syllabus, into which it was proposed to introduce an 
elementary course as a stepping-stone to the ordinary course, and which 
might be taken as an alternative to the Preliminary Test. It was not the 
present intention of the Library Association to abolish its own examinations, 
but to run them in addition to the University Course. Dr. Baker’s address 
was briefly discussed, the chief point of contention centreing in the advisability 
of issuing two Diplomas in librarianship, one under the Seal of the University 
of London, and the other under that of the Library Association. The 
Honorary Secretary then announced the result of the Ballot for Officers and 
Council for the ensuing year, as printed below, the new President, Mr. R. F. 
Bullen, Deputy Librarian of the Poplar Public Libraries, took the 
Chair amid applause, and thanked the Association for having honoured him 
with the position. 

This concluded the business proceedings, and the Meeting then resolved 
itself into a Social Evening especially arranged to afford a welcome to those 
members of the Profession who had been on active service. In brief but 
happy terms Miss Gerard expressed the greetings of those who had not been 
called upon to take up arms, wishing the returned men a future of progressive 
happiness and also hoping that the evening would provide a pleasant oppor- 
tunity for reviving old friendships and settling down once again into the old 
terms of peaceful enterprise in professional associateship. 

Among those present mention may perhaps be made of Mr..H. R. Purnell, 
of South Australia, for some years Honorary Editor of The Library Assist- 
ant, Mr. W. G. Chambers, for 21 years our Honorary Treasurer, Mr. Cecil 
Piper, of Winchester, and Mr. Arthur Webb, Honorary Secretary of the 
South Coast Branch. 

The evening was very enjoyably spent in social intercourse, varied 
from time to time with pianoforte recitals by Mr. Spanner, vocal 
items by the Misses Baker and Voss, and with recitations by Mrs. 
Harris and Miss Sureties. The catering was successfully carried out under 
the superintendence of Mr. and Mrs. Bolton, and altogether the proceedings 
were of such anature as augurs well for the future of the Association. 
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RESULT OF BALLOT FOR COUNCIL. 


sophical Society... ooo, 48 








LONDON. | NON-LONDON. 
Hawkins, W.G., Fulham ... 102 | Suarp, H. A., Croydon ..- 109 
PARKER, W.H., Hackney ... 102 | PEPPER,F.W.C.,Birmingham 92 
SmiTH, H., Bishopsgate -- 100 | Sureties, H.G., Hornsey ... 89 
*BOLTON, Cc. R., Stoke New- | GERARD, Miss E., Worthing 87 

ington .. * -- 99 | WILLIAMS, R.G., Bolton ... 78 
COooPER, R., Battersea we 98 MorGan, W., Cardiff... a oe 
PREECE, F. pe St. Pancras... 94 | STROTHER, G. W., Leeds ... 75 
VALE, G., Bethnal Green... 86 | WARNER, J., Croydon as? 
LUKE, E., Woolwich . 76 | Wess,A., Brighton ... ... 69 
FAIRWEATHER, Miss L.., Impe- | REES, Miss G., Tottenham ... 67 

rial Institute ... 74 ie sienna 
Day, Miss M. E., Australia ena acrnne 

House... 69 | Owen, W.E., Leamington ... 62 
Cummins, A. E., Chemical ; CurincH, C. H., Ealing is oe 

Society ae ae oo @ ban }. = — a. 44 

IFFORD, J. D., Bolton oe 43 

Net elected. HAMER, iw Bolton ... ae 

JEFFERSON, Miss F. M., Thee- SANDRY, F. E., West Ham ... 38 
{ 


*Mr. G. R. Bolton having been 
appointed Librarian of Watford 
became ineligible as a London 
Member of the Council. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Fellow: W. H. S. Roberts, Weston-super-Mare; Arthur Smith, 
Newark-on-Trent. 


Members: Charlies Blackmore (Stoke Newington); H. W. Elliott 
(Cardiff); A. H. Gillman (Camberwell) ; Miss Jeiferson (Theosophical 
Society's Library) : C. W. Lambert (Canning Town); A. E. Pitt (Poplar) ; 
A. F. Ridley (Greenwich) ; Alfred E. Steel, Society of Antiquaries Library, 
Burlington House, W.1.; H. M. Thompson (Popiar). 


Associates.—Misses D. Stockham and D. M. Holdway, Enfield; 
Theresa Spruijt, Ealing. 


CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. G. F. Barwrck, Keeper of Printed Books atthe British Museum 
has retired, and Mr. A. W. PoLLarD has been appointed in his stead, with 
Mr. F. D. SLADEN as Assistant Keeper. 


*Mr. G. R. Botton, F.L.A., sub-librarian, Stoke Newington, has been 
appointed librarian of Watford. The other selected candidates were: 
Messrs. Preece (St. Pancras), Ross (Liverpool), Sharp (Croydon), and 
Walker (Tottenham). 
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*Mr. J. A. BUTTERFIELD, of the Bowling Branch Library, Bradford, has 
been appointed librarian of the Bradford Commercial Library. 


*Mr. E. J. Cooper, of the Fulham Public Libraries, has been appointed 
senior assistant, Eastbourne. 


*Miss M. E. Day, formerly librarian at the Ministry of Food, and later 
at Australia House, has been appointed librarian to the League of Nations. 


*Mr. J. C. HANDBY, of the Central Library, Bradford, has been appointed 
librarian to a leading Yorkshire newspaper office. 


*Mr. RicHaRD Haxsy, of the Reference Library, Leeds, has been appointed 
librarian of the Leeds Commercial Library. 


tMr. ARTHUR SMITH, sub-librarian of Lincoln, has been appointed 
librarian of Newark-on-Trent, in succession to the late Mr. Merrishaw. 


“Mr. G. F. VaLe, of the Stepney Public Libraries, has been appointed 
deputy librarian, Bethnal Green. 


Mr. R. WRIGHT, of the Croydon Public Libraries, has been appointed 
librarian of the Rural Library Scheme of the Wilts. County Council. The 
other selected candidates were Messrs. Ross (Liverpool). and Singleton 
(Chorley). 


* Member, L.A.A. + Fellow, L.A.A. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
To the Editor of ‘* The Library Assistant.’’ 


Sir,—The May Editorial of ‘‘ The Library World ’’ contains an account 
of the L.A.A. agreement with the view of the Secretary of the N.A.L.G.O. 
that there should be a minimum salary of £150 for all municipal workers, 
male or female, over twenty-one, and then states that this minimum could 
not be achieved in any library on less than a threepenny rate. 

If this minimum were to become operative in other departments of 
municipalities, is there any reason, apart from an increased rate, why it 
should not apply to the Libraries? It seems to me that with a removal of 
the rate limit, any minimum salary which might be paid in other departments 
should also be paid in the libraries, otherwise the staffs of the latter would 
have added grievances of which to complain. The fact that the writer 
thinks a threepenny rate would be necessary to pay librarians a fair salary 
only goes to preve how grossly underpaid they are, and that it is time such a 
state of affairs should be ended. 

It is not generally recognised that had the rates gone up in the same 
proportion as cost of living, materials, &c., they would be now more than 
double their 1914 figure. 

Yours faithfully, 


J. E. WALKER, 
Central Library, 395, High Road, Tottenham, Sub-Librarian. 
26th May, 1919. 
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L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR (continued). 


Major Downey, D.S.O. (West Hartlepool). We congratulate the 
librarian of West Hartlepool upon his safe return to librarianship, and 
upon the manner in which he has distinguished himself during the time that 
he has been on active service. Major Downey was in the O.T.C. on the 
outbreak of war, and was immediately made a sergeant-instructor, and later 
transferred to the 13th Durham Light Infantry as a second-lieutenant. He 
rose through all ranks to major, and commanded the battalion in the field. 
He'several times declined the rank of colonel, and was twice mentioned in 
dispatches. The award of the D.S.O. was, says the ‘‘ Official Gazette,"’ 
made ‘‘ for excellent work in the field. . . . He has shown great gallantry 
on several occasions, notably near Martinpuich on the Somme, when he was 
wounded in the leg by shrapnel. He refused to be relieved (although unable 
to walk), as this would have left his company without an officer in an 
exposed and very heavily shelled position. This is the second occasion on 
which this officer has refused to be relieved when incapacitated. At 
Wezmacquet this officer showed great military skill in extricating a recon- 
noitring patrol—with the loss of only one man wounded—when surrounded 
by Germans."’ 

Lieut. R. H. Potts (Tynemouth) has, we regret to learn, died of 
wounds received in action last November. Mr. Potts joined the Northumber- 
land Hussars Imperial Yeomanry and went overseas in 1914. He served 
throughout the war without a scratch, until, a few days before the armistice, 
he was badly wounded in the head by shrapnel. 

Captain W. T. Carter, formerly librarian of Warwick, has been 
awarded the O.B.E. 

*A. M. Hamblyn, of the Eastbourne Public Library, has been 
promoted to the rank of sergeant, and has been awarded the Meritorious 
Service Medal. 

*Alian M. Moslin.—It is our sad office to report that an official 
communication has been received by Mrs. Moslin notifying her that the 
Military Authorities now presume the death of her husband, Mr. Allan M. 
Moslin, who was reported missing on 21st March, 1918. Mr. Moslin was a 
highly esteemed member of the staff of the Stepney Public Libraries, and held 
the rank of Sub-Librarian-in-charge at the St. George’s Library. He began 
his professional training in the Chelsea Public Library, and extended his 
experience by service in the Southwark Library. In 1901, he was appointed 
an assistant on the Limehouse Library Staff, and was advanced in due course 
to the position which he held at the date of his enlistment in the Northumber- 
land Fusiliers. All his Stepney colleagues deeply mourn their loss, and will 
ever cherish the memory of their late comrade who made the Great Sacrifice. 





